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L8 AL KATRUN - WADAMA (388101
Qetober 2004; Nissan Patrml 2.8D (José Brito)

Description

Thiz piste 15 used by smugglers and convoys of trucks packed wath sub-
Sahamn migrants trypng thew luek in Libya or poesbly Buwrope. The ambyanc e
of Al Fatrun refleets these actiwities and there are reports of robbenes on the
outslarts of towvm. Thus, some diserehon should be used when fallung about
your deshiration and whereabouts. Molammmed Tager of the Wadi Alhilana
ageney runs a camgping gound in the old ahan foit on a small ull opposite
the police headquarters. He orgaruzes the paperwork efficienfly for the pass-
ports (10LL0) and car (5LD), wips thionigh the area and also arranges puides in
your car (S00LD) ar i thetr owen car (120000 o MNiger or Clhad. Newverthel ess,
at least for Libya, there 15 no need fora gudeas the piste is nostly elearly wis-

ible. The hbva.n checkpomnts canbe a hassle, especially at FMI126and 249, In

the later, Lﬂ:,vvan..- wrepect the Mervedes trucks filled wiith 1o grants, thus confu-
sion and bribery are common.

This piste muns about 60k west of the mam piste marked mn the 1:500,000
Fusszian F-TBA (Tuwmmo) map. The piste nuns moetly south and the fust 180kn
are very sandy Afterwards and until ERM249 the piste ciosses several plateais
altemated wath floodplains and canyons. Fiom this waypomt untl Madama,
the piste 15 fwm and fast, ercesing plamns with the Tummmu and Manguem

i esearpiments clearly wisible to the east and west, respertively. :
i The Lbyans are building a paved road fiom Al Fatrun to Turrom, with

coretruction underway fmom Tummu, thus the deseription unil]l ERM293 wall
become cbsolete ina year orso.

Route findings and marks

Until FMZ22 there are lots of tracks, but just head for the next waypoint = gzag-
gangbetwreen the palm trees. Aftervands, the piste iz cleady wimbleall the way
to Madama. Although maidiers are seamve, there are a few tyres and smmall con-

erete blocks after Turmomu. In the plateau areas the piste tends o diverge info
‘rwaltiple tracks. :

Fuel

Al Fatrunand Tapihy, although the latter mught be 1mrepular If needed, Libyans
i ght sell fuel expensively at the checkpoints. A huel station =5 bang bult in
JREiRiN T

Water
Al Fatiun and Tajardu. There are also wells and reservous inthe Libyan check-

pownts and at Madama.

ETraIﬁ[:
Until the Libyan cheekpoint at FM274, traffic is mostly irepulan b one of the

previous cheekpoints, Libyans elatmed that they had never seen tounst using
this piste. After thus checkpoint, there are plenty of trucks cimrulating

Driving

The first 28an were made zgza poing thuough a dune field with palm trees.
Afterwards the piste1s firmnuntil the Libyancheckpointat EM79. Before amiw-

ing 1o the cheekpointitis adwzable to detlate tires and use low mnge if youare

m an overloaded velnele. Fiom thus chee kpoimnt until the checkpomt at F.0M126
the piste is flat but very sandy After the checkpoint, the piste 15 fumerbut there
are several patrhes of soft sand unhl EM182. Attervads, the piste 15 fumn and
wiith several oo logr areas, thus 1t's best to reinflate tyres. After K249 the piste
1z firm and fast with oeeasional patehes of soft sand.

Suggested duration
Depending on the checkpomis, this piste can be done in one long day If an
oveinight stop 15 needed, then the most scerue partis between EM228 and 2533,

Ok m (555 hed® 533" E14°31.4% 224 (164) S i0E Eiacdrs
TWadi Alhilana agency. Cld Ilian fort) iHeading Sover rocky plateau.
Head south, through the main road.

228 (160) MES®05.4' E13°451°
10 (578] M24°453.9' E14°301% iEnd of plateans with a foodplain fol-
i Bat of dumyp area, cross dune field head-!  ilowed by an ascentinto a canyon. E
ing SE

£33 1153) M5 0558 E13°45.9°
22 (366] M24°43.4' BE14°327% iShck mim. Edtofcanyon, heading 55E.
ilear paste.

242 1148) M08 BE13°52.0
43 (3401 M24°30.8" BE14°275% iEnd of floodplain by a small rock and

i_ar weck, Head 347 @Andy pass. Termain rocly with patches of

softzand. Lo not deflate tyres, use 44T

BT (321) Mz4° 231" B4 205
i Thint on piste. P49 0(139) Me2eSa e E13°53.8%
: i iEnd of rock and mndy area onto firm and:
TG (32 M24®20.0" E14°16.3% ifast plain.
Entering Tajarhi. Fuel in willage centre.
259 (1249] Me2°54 3" E13°56.3"
T3 (309 MZ24°19.1' E14°15.4"% T small hille. Head 55E
Libyan checkpoint in wery mndy ama.
LCeflate tyres before checkpoint 274 11141 M2 47 7' BEld4° 0 .3
Libyan checkpoint. Mercedes trucks writh
103 (300) M24®"04.4' E14°12.4% imigrante are checked here.
W oy soft mnd, slow going. P :
- M22"391" El4°054%
126 (2621 M2S"SE.0° E14°07 8% Tummu. Libyan checkpoint. End of pawed

Libyan checkpoint Histe less sandy buti iroad from Al Katrun, Esat checkpoint
keep tyrres deflated. heading south owver a firm and fast paste.

185 (203] P27 7' BEl4°006% 314 (74 MZ2Z2°30.3" BEd4e01.0
Hete firm with occasional patches of softi iFastand fiom pashe, heading 317

@and. In one km piste azeends onto a
platean. Peinflate tyres. 343 i45) MZ22°161"' E13°53.5'
Small cotterete cibe marked wath "6l

(19501193 M3 2535 E13°55353% (Fiste conbinues finm with occasional
iFirm piste ower rocky plateau. Hete! ipatches of soft@and. Head 507 :

diverges into multiple tracks, head S0
3r3 15 Mz2°04.3" B3 424
205 0133) M23"194" E13°521% Pt conbinues firm with occasional
Exit of rocky ama into plamn. Creeasionali  ipatches of soft@and. Head 57

patches of soft @and. Heading 3V
tataRIN)] M21°565" E13° 388"
21310173) MeF°16.0° E13°49.0% ihMadama. Military fort. Mercedes trucks

Tyre marker. Fact plateau piste. writh migrants are checked at this point.
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